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Project Volunteers
#15/2005-6 – West Timor – a project of the Rotary Club of Brisbane Planetarium (District 9600) –

supply and installation of Solar Powered Lights to villages in West Timor.
Chris Wood returned to the Kupang in the Amfoant Barat
Daya district of West Timor in July/August 2009.
He was again assisted by Guido Fulbertus of the Rotary Club
of Kupang and, while there trained a number of locals,
some of whom were paid a very small wage. They now
have the skills to carry out monitoring and maintenance of
the systems.
As well as installing 13 new sets of solar lights to village
houses, he checked the systems installed on earlier visits
and found the batteries incorporated in about 81 sets
installed in 2005 had been faulty.
The supplier has agreed to subsidise the cost of some
replacements.
These have been purchased and will be shipped to Kupang
when the road reopens after the monsoon season.

#41/2005-6 – Solomon Islands – Helena Goldie Hospital, Munda – repairs, maintenance and
painting.
A joint project of the Rotary Club of Bundaberg Sunrise,
District 9570, and Shalom College, Bundberg.
Fourteen Construction 1 students, aged 16 and 17, with
3 Teachers and a Teacher/Rotarian Team Leader fully
refurbished the Birthing Unit at the Hospital.
While there, they distributed baby packs organised by
Shalom Pastoral Care Classes to new mothers and
environmental carry bags to village women.

#48/2007-8 – National Immunisation Teams – a team from the Rotary Clubs of Jindalee and
Logan, District 9630 is preparing to leave to participate in a NIDS in India – more news next
Meeting.

#68/2007-8 – East Timor – Rufaguia Village School –to support the school through the payment
of teachers’ wages, provision of lunch for all at the school, school uniforms, installation of
tanks for collection and storage of water and build toilets – Rotary Club of Glen Innes,
District 9640 –

In August, 9 people, Rotarians and non-
Rotarians, travelled to the school, on a
mountain top, in a remote area, some hours
distant from Dili to construct a 52,300 litre
rainwater tank, which had been shipped from
Perth in kit form.
Villagers assisted by carrying the many pieces
of the tank and other equipment up the side
of the mountain, crushed the rock used in the
base and levelled the site for the tank.

before

after
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Funding donations of $6,805 have been received this year. Of this, $6,781 has been
transferred to the local contact who manages the funds and pays teacher salaries, equipment
and supplies for the school, school uniforms and lunch for students and staff.
The area has suffered from severe drought, resulting in failed crops and a shortage of food.
During the recent school holidays, the school supplied lunch for those students and teachers
who participated in additional classes during the time that the school would normally have
been closed.

#70/2007-8 – Thailand – Mae Sot Sewing Literacy – Rotary Club of Coomera River Daybreak, D.9640
Rotarian Deborah Ralf was in Thailand, from the end of
September until mid December 2009, to continue
teaching sewing, embroidery and craft skills begun
during a similar trip in 2008, to Burmese Refugee
Women and Children, near the Thai/Burma border.
All students graduated with skills that will enable them
to make a living – the garments and craft they make will
be sold through contracts let by local manufacturers.
While there, Deb researched the need for a boys’
boarding house for street kids, for AGAPE, operated by
a foundation called ROOM 2 GROW. They already have a similar house for girls.

Though Deb left before the building was finished, one
of the Peace Fellows from the Rotary Centre for Peace
and Conflict Studies at UQ who was on field studies in
the area supervised the construction and boys moved
in just before Christmas. A Rotarian from Bangkok
who is involved in a number of humanitarian projects
throughout Thailand maintains the financial records
and assures accountability.

This will be an on-going funding project and a new Application for Approval has been
submitted.

#47/2008-9 – Solomon Islands – Erection of steel sheds, Rotarians Against Malaria
A Team of 5 from the Rotary Club of Airlie Beach were in
Kirakira, in August and again in September to erect a kit
formed steel shed.
While they were there they also serviced 47 computers
repaired the 30 year old X-ray machine at the hospital,
visited 4 primary schools and distributed gift packs of
pencils, writing books and footballs.

#58/2008-9 – Solomon Islands – renovations to the Gizo Community School
In June/July, a team of seven, from the Rotary Club of
Sunnybank Hills, District 9630, spent 10 days renovating 3
classrooms of the School.
While there, they distributed footballs and basketballs
and presented supplies (particularly writing materials) to
the School.
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#65/2008-9 – Solomon Islands – (1) To establish agricultural programs and teach traditional
skills, with special attention to the needs of girls and women in the villages; (2) to continue
establishment of school libraries and implementation of systems for library management
and workshops with the aim of encouraging better use of the resources that are available;
(3) to construct new buildings for Schools, Medical Centres or Kindergartens in the
Western Province, or to improve or finish off such buildings, including provision of water
and sanitation – Trevor Taylor, Rotary Club of Glasshouse Mountains.
A Team, of 6 Rotarians and 2 Partners, led by RAWCS District 9600 Chairman, Trevor Taylor was
in Gizo between 19 October and 9 November. While there, they –

1) Constructed an indoor/outdoor area for the Primary School in a space between 2
existing buildings, by providing roof, concrete floor, tables and seats. The area will be
used as an –

a. extension to the Library
b. all purpose area outside of classrooms.

2) Concreted a path from school to the road.
3) Continued earlier work, with teachers in the use of the library, through workshops and

in classrooms, to review, consolidate and strengthen skills, with the emphasis being on
the use of phonics, greater use of the limited resources that are available and shared
reading.

4) Implemented a basic, computer register system, to control material borrowed from
the library.

5) Reviewed 21 computers, including 18 donated through Computers4Kids. A simple
assessment of the hardware and software revealed that 9 of the 18 supplied were not
working or were faulty. Recommendations made as a result of this review are being
investigated to reduce the problems that became evident.

6) Checked pumps and a tank installed during previous visits. All pumps are working well.
A 54,000 litre tank at Ngari, damaged beyond repair, by an earthquake needs to be
replaced.

7) Travelled to Karaka on Vella la Vella to be pleasantly surprised by progress to date on
the school building.

Trevor and his Team will return to the area in March, assisted by the Rotary Club of Sydney
both with Team Members and Funding. The very optimistic to-do wish-list includes a badly
needed, small Medical Centre on the other end of Gizo Island, to be used by expectant
mothers and emergency cases, both from the area and for people who will come from Vella
and Ranonga. It will be their closest place to get attention. Once treated, they will then go
on to the Hospital, if necessary.
Trevor is looking for additional team members and any assistance in funding of the additional
$12,000 that is needed.

#66/2008-9 – PNG – Emmaus Farm Project, Kiunga – Rotary District 9630.
Two teams from District 9630 were in Kiunga during August and September.

While there, they built a dormitory / classroom,
bakery, workshop, office and ablutions block at
Emmaus Farm, run by the Montfort Sisters in
conjunction with the Catholic Church, Western
Province, on land adjacent to the Montfort boarding
school.
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The farm will employ 25 young men, cultivating 17 acres
of land, to produce much of the needs of the
community, including cassava, taro, bananas and
pineapples.

A bakery, within the complex will supply bread and much
of the bakery needs.

Materials for the project were supplied via a
sustainability grant from the PNG Government.

Some locals were employed, other locals worked as volunteers assisting both teams.
It is estimated that an additional 3 or 4 teams are needed to complete the project.

#77/2008-9 – East Timor – Motaulun Water Supply, Dili, to provide a reliable water supply, by
laying pipe from a spring to 3 villages and a school, including construction / installation of
tanks – Rotary Club of Cairns Earlville
Implementation of a new water supply to villages in
Motaulun Suco, Bazartete Sub-district, Liquica District,
East Timor was suggested to the Rotary Club of Dili as a
possible RI project by representatives of Government
Watsan services.

During a visit to Dili, in August, meetings and discussions
were held with several groups and organisations.

Materials for the project are likely to be readily
available, locally.

The Rotary Club of Dili will provide whatever support it can. Local Rotaractors are prepared
to provide support and interpretation for project teams.

A revised budget has been prepared. Funding, to the order of AUD$80-85,000 is actively
being pursued, both from within Rotary and from broader community resources. Donations
to date are approximately $30,000.

Commencement, at (around) April 2010, the end of the wet season has been suggested, with
completion by the end of the dry season in 2010.

#15/2009-10 – Nepal – Forget Me Not Eco Village, Kathmandu, to house 60 orphans and staff,
through the construction of 6 small buildings, (each to accommodate 10 children and 2
live-in mothers) a manager’s house which will include a basic medical facility, a guard
house for 2 live-in guards, male and female ablution blocks, laundry and a school.
Rotary Club of Hervey Bay Sunrise, District 9570, in partnership with the Australian &
Nepal Associations of the Forget Me Not Childrens Home Inc.

In March, the first Team of 12, with
Team Leader PDG Gerry Meijer, 3
Rotarians from each of the Rotary
Clubs of Hervey Bay City and Hervey
Bay Sunrise, and 6 Non-Rotarians will
travel to Kathmandu, Nepal to begin
construction.

Part of the second team
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Founder of the Orphanage and both Associations, Lars Olsen, will be on site, before the Team
arrives, to coordinate the construction.

To date, $13,750 to cover airfares and other costs has been donated.

Project Funding
#50/2006-7 – PNG – Village Birthing Kits

Birthing Kits are being provided for the use of Village Midwives who visit women, usually in
remote villages, who unable to get to local hospitals to give birth.
The Kits are often the only means of providing any suggestion of hygiene to assist in the
survival and well-being of both mothers and babies born in many villages.
This project funds the purchase of scalpel blades, twine, plastic sheeting, gloves and bags.
Soap and clean linen are collected from any source that becomes evident.

#36/2007-8 – Zambia – Ebenezer Child Trust – Rotary Club of Maleny, District 9600 – to support
the humanitarian work with orphans and street children in Livingstone, through the
provision of an orphanage, primary school and related buildings.
To the end of January this year, donations of $18,324.43 have been made to this project.

$82,696.53 (including donations received in 2008/9) has
been transferred to Zambia to continue the construction
of new buildings at the farm and to pay for the ongoing
costs of the current homes, school and feeding programs
for more than 300 children. In some instances, whole
families are being supported to prevent disintegration of
the total family unit which would result in more children
living on the streets.

A group of Australian Volunteers, with a diversity of skills and experience visited the centre
during September working on a variety of tasks, including construction, maintenance and
repairs, sorting and cataloguing the library and storeroom, preparation of vegetable gardens
that will provide a reliable supply of fresh vegetables, organising school uniforms and shoes
and just being available for storytelling and cuddles.
In October 2009, 18 children from Ebenezer sat for the Year 7 Government Examinations. All
passed with flying colours.
In 2010, Ebenezer Child Care Trust will fund the education fees of 44 children at high school,
300 children at primary school and 3 students at University.
The farm is now providing an income; 680 kg of tomatoes, picked this week were sold
immediately and the hope is for a good crop of maize, the staple food of Zambia, to both feed
the children and increase the on-going self-sufficient of this area of work.
An adjunct to this project has been a collection of shoes, by a privately owned company from
Morningside, Brisbane, 612 ABC’s Madonna King and Channel 9. Although the word ‘Rotary’
is constantly used in conjunction with the collection and shipment of more than five 40ft
containers of footwear, sporting equipment and associated goods, it has nothing to do with
RAWCS. I am continually advising the company and their media/publicity consultants that
they are not permitted to use the word ‘Rotary’ to publicise their own activities. The first
container left Brisbane at the end of January – shipment is expected to be about 6 weeks.
Depending on what has been packed in the container, children should have shoes as
temperatures drop, with the approach of winter.



Page 7

#55/2007-8 – Cambodia – Construction of a School in the Village of Chuor Ph'av, Cambodia –
Rotary Club of Beaudesert, District 9640
This project continues to grow with much of the funding now coming from Southern Region,
via the Rotary Club of Croydon and Captains Choice Tours.
Both the Primary and Senior Schools are
fully operational with a direct effect on
the lives of some 700 students who
might otherwise end up in the sex trade.
Project contact, Rtn John Mann spends
most of each year in Cambodia,
organising construction of school
buildings, toilet blocks and volunteer
housing, staffing, school supplies and uniforms. Solar panels and wiring have been installed
to classrooms to supply power to computers purchased through a Matching Grant.
John is now investigating sites for third and fourth schools in adjacent areas, to serve the
needs of a further 1,000 children.

#65/2007-8 – Bangladesh – Low Cost Shelters, an
extension of The Heather Kinross Shelter Village, in
recognition of the 10th anniversary of Glen Kinross’s
service as President of Rotary International –
Rotary Club of Hamilton
The latest news received from the project coordinator
in Bangladesh is that 5 units, each costing US$3,300
were due for completion in mid January. Each shelter
contains 2 units, thus 10 families who previously
existed in very poor housing now have a home.
The project will be visited by RI President Nominee Kalyan
Banerjee during a visit he will make to Bangladesh on 19
March 2010.
Since the end of January, additional funds have been
transferred to begin construction of an additional 10
shelters (20 units).

#69/2007-8 – Thailand – The Grey Man – prevention of child trafficking and rescuing children
from prostitution – Rotary Club of Brisbane Planetarium
Since July 2009, donations of $24,352 have been received and payments totally $15,903.71
have been made. Transfers to Thailand cover the costs of supporting and providing school
transportation for 24 children in the fulltime care of this organisation.

An article in the Courier Mail, on 26 January has raised an enormous interest and a surge in
donations, the list of which has yet to be finalised. The director of operations (DOO) for ‘The
Grey Man’ was in Cambodia on a fact finding tour when a motorbike driver offered to arrange
some young girls for him. The DOO contacted a partner agency (IJM) who in turn engaged
with the police. The motorbike driver took the DOO to a hotel late on Monday where a pimp
showed him two girls aged 10 and 14. On the pretext of going to an ATM to get US$600 to
pay for them, he briefed police. Police and an IJM investigator then accompanied the DOO
back to the room to arrest the pimp and the motorbike driver. The girls, who’d been trafficked
from Vietnam have been placed in the care of a British aid agency.
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#53/2009-9 – Uganda – St Peter’s Junior School, Gulu – sponsored by the Rotary Club of
Redland Sunrise, District 9630.
During 2008 and 2009, donations of $5,781.20 were
collected to support this school, which was officially
opened in February 2009.
The project was initiated by Robert Opira, an
alumnus of a Rotary Peace Fellowship (2005-7).
One important way of achieving and sustaining lasting peace and development is to provide
quality and affordable education to children affected by armed conflict.
The total funds have been transferred to Uganda as a contribution to the costs of desks,
toilets and fencing.
On the last day of school in 2009, all children received a mosquito net, in an attempt by the
school management to fight malaria – a major health problem among children in 2009. The
mosquito nets were bought with money donated by a supporter from the Redlands area of
Queensland.
The current District Governor of RI District 9200 recently visited the school during his Official
Visits in Northern Uganda. He congratulated Robert Opira, thanked the Rotary Club of Gulu
for supporting the school and counselled the school director to continue the good work and
to always seek support from Rotary.

#55/2009-9 – Laos – Establishment of Dental Surgeries – Rotary Club of Glen Innes
Donations during 2008-9 and 2009-10 of $17,129 have been received. Dental equipment, at a
cost of $16,312 has been purchased from China to establish a surgery in Laos.
A local Dentist is using the surgery, on the understanding that her time is divided between
patients who can pay fees and patients for whom she offers a free service.

#59/2008-9 – Thailand – Destiny Rescue – To provide Homes for children unable to attend school
because of the distance from their home village and/or for children rescued from child
prostitution – Rotary Club of Cairns Sunrise in partnership with Destiny Rescue
The Rotary Club of Cairns Sunrise has a new fund
raising initiative. Lanyards made by the older girls
sheltered by Destiny Rescue in Thailand have been
purchased and are being sold for the Project.

Stage 1 of the Building Contract was let for
A$49,000 in November and already there is some
good progress with the construction.

Donations have been received from the Rotary Club of Ayr, in District 9550, Richmond,
Surrey, England and more recently the Rotary Club of Airlie Beach to fully fund the Stage 1
target and provide for 24 children.

It is hoped that Stage 1 will be completed by the end of May, which will mean the children are
able to start at the adjacent school in late May.

It is then hoped to add to the building in stages – about 16 beds and associated facilities each
time at a cost of A$18,000/A$20,000.AUD - depending on the Exchange Rate.

NOTE : no funds for this project are handled through or managed by RAWCS. All financial
transactions are managed by the Treasurer of the Rotary Club of Cairns Sunrise.


